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Cincinnati Pride cuts ties with
corporate sponsors that
nonprofit says 'work against
our mission'

The local nonprofit is updating the way it connects with
sponsors — whether individuals, small businesses or
corporations
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The Cincinnati Pride Parade and Festival celebrated its 46th anniversary in downtown Cincinnati Saturday June 22, 2019. Macy’s
team “ Pride + Joy” marched down Vine street at East 5th street. Photo by Joseph Fuqua Il for WCPO

% By: Sam Harasimowicz

Posted 7:26 PM, Mar 24, 2025 and last updated 8:25 AM, Mar 25, 2025

CINCINNATI — Cincinnati Pride is making new steps to fund the nonprofit

behind its annual parade and festival every June in the Queen City.

Cincinnati Pride let the public know the nonprofit has decided to part with

former sponsors. The organization said this is because "we cannot in good

conscience continue to collaborate with organizations that work against our
mission of providing the Greater Cincinnati LGBTQ+ community with
resources to positively impact the lives of all individuals regardless of sexual

orientation, gender identity, or expression," according to the announcement.

“We thought it was the right time to adjust our approach," said Jake Hitch,
Cincinnati Pride's Director of Development.
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Cincinnati- We need your help!
Your donation gets put to work here in our Greater Cincinnati Community:
*We continue to offer one of the last FREE Pride Festivals in the country.
*We have historically granted over 20k annually to local LGBTQIA+
community organizations.
* We partner with newer organizations to mentor their members and help get
their ideas off the ground and into action... See more
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The Facebook post says the decision means "losing tens of thousands of
dollars." Cincinnati Pride told WCPO 9 News it won't be naming which

corporations or organizations with whom the nonprofit no longer works.

“We’re not looking to, you know, throw anyone under the bus or really even
make the conversation around organizations we’ve, you know, said no to, it’s

about trying to bring the community in together," said Hitch.

Cincinnati Pride has restructured how they'll collaborate with sponsors,
whether a corporation or small business. The nonprofit broke down how it's

updated its expectations in 2025 online.

Cincinnati Pride is dedicated to doing what is best for our
community and allies. By partnering with organizations that share
our commitment to inclusion, we aim to enhance the visibility and
impact of our work. We ask that all prospective sponsors
demonstrate transparency in their values and show their
commitment to supporting LGBTQ+ rights and initiatives through
both policy and action.

To ensure alignment with our values and mission, Cincinnati Pride
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prioritizes financial support from organizations that share our
commitment to supporting the LGBTQ+ community. Effective for
2025, Cincinnati Pride seeks partnerships with organizations that
are committed to honor and celebrate LGBTQIA+ voices. These
organizations should understand the positive influence of diversity,
equity, and inclusion in the workplace and society. In support of
this, we may request a copy of an organization’s LGBTQIA+ Non-
Discrimination Policy.

Cincinnati Pride

“We’re asking, you know, to see the ways that you are showing and being

supporting of our community outside of June," said Hitch.

Hitch told WCPO Cincinnati Pride's main focus is providing safe spaces for the
LGTQIA+ community 365 days a year, alongside their allies. So with the non-
profit's focus on finding new partners for funding, it will all be about those of all

sexual and gender identities being supported daily.

“We need the support of our community, we need individual sponsors, we also
still need corporate sponsors, we still need any sort of sponsor, you know, that
is aligned with our mission," Hitch said.

The nonprofit is all volunteers. Anyone interested in joining or donating can

visit Cincinnati Pride's website.

Watch Live:
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